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The PR E FAGE to this Book, 


| And to all. [both Chriſtian and Hu- 
mane] Readers and Hearers in all. 
the World, whereſoever theſe Shall 
_ come; : Greeting. 


PEE ae. 


W-7 « which Preface fr FP, 
IS what things they are 1 deal up- 
| 07. : 
WP . 2: The neceſſary grounds aud. 
tn reaſt ons Wherefore ; Which he- 

3 that readeth with diſcretion and 

golh Ga: ſhall find to be very uſeful. . 
And thethings I deal upon are theſe, : 

| r 1.. To prove that there 1s A Goa, againſt all 
 pnbelieving Spirits that deny it; as ſome ſuch ; 
there are in the World, as in all generations 
there ever bave bin. 
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L bel Preface: 


2. An anſwer to (ome that hold there i @ 


God, yet differ with us in what this God i, 


fooliſhly affir ming that the natural Sunn the & 


Firmament i God : With their Sophyſtical or 
Syllogiſtical e Arguments anſwered. 


2; An anſwer te ſome that affirm the good 


_ andevil Planets to be God; fo wor ſhiping the 
' S#n, Moon, and Stars. ' 


of 


« 


ff 


. What God 1s. 


. What he ts to his people + for the  comfart 


al thoſe who have an 1 ntereſt i in Chriſt. 
6. What he 1 7 tothe Wicked. 


And ſo I come to ſhew the grounds and reaſons 


the Writing theſe feW lines : 
FirSt, Becauſe the proving there 5s a Gd,” 


ends much to his glory : For God -15 not LL 


27 


the Creature, till the Creature know him; 


WO econdly, I write, becanſc it is an eaſie thing 


t6 to ſay there 1s 4 God, but nof ſ6 eaſie a thing to 
VOVER , « | 
iT; hirdly, Becanſe a man cometh not to Go of,” 
| rill he believeth that God tz. bs ; 45 Peter ſaith, He 


that cometh to God, muſt firſt believe that 
God 15. 


F ourthly, Becauſe it ſeemeth unto me, that 


"many carnal and weak, People, are more apt t0 
take itfor truth upon the ri pirts of others, then 


from 


; 


a; 


"ance in me, 45 an Inſtrument, 
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The Preface. 


from any (olid Knowledge or E xperieuce they . 
have of this God ; as it appeareth, in that they 


Can 11 no wile give a reaſon of him. | 
Fiftly, Becauſe many that I juage godly, and 


pretions in the eys of God, nave bin much ſhat- 


tered and ſhaksn about the very thing, and layn 
wnder ſad durance along time, for Whoſe ſakes, 
(with much defire) I Write ;, with pity to their 


Poor Spirits. -' Some havin g deſire 4 Gods aſſift- 


z 


Laſtly, Becauſe there 1s ſuch oppoſers of the 


Truth, as aforeſaid ; v/v ſomtimes Would ſhake 
thoſe that embrace the Truth ſo far as they ſee 
FT, A A ILICEE"Y F7Y rs, ; | 


And thus ( gentle Reader) go on to the folloW- 
3ng Diſcourſe, only take thus much with thee, 


T hou that art of a modeſt and Wiſe Spirit, Read 


(With patience) mine anſwers ta the four enſu- 


ang q eſt ions in the fore-front of my Diſcourſe 


HeWſoever they may ſeem light to the giddy- 
headed, yet they will prove 6} Weighty concern- 


ment to thoſe that read with :1::4crſtanding : and 


are indeed 4 very Dore or TE tet to all the fol- 


{Wing Diſcourſe. 
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Leading into the Ground, ec, 


v4 2 Reuments to Drove 1 thar 
\SZ@ thereisa God, which £ 
ZZ hall endeavor,by prove- 
ing a generation of crea- 
tures arifing from a par- 
ticular root. 
Zg Y Ds > . Asa man made w Bt 
generations + 
and ſo of other Creatures. | 
And firſt I ſhall begin with the meaneſt crea- | 
tures, -even asI am led ro diſcern God in the *| 
book of the Creatures, which I ſhall handle ift 
the anſwering of theſe enſuing queſtions. =» 
Firft, Whether the Oak Was before the A korn, : 
or the «Akern before the _ Se- | 


j 


2 Divine Plyloephie. 

- Secondly, Whether the Tree Was before the 

ages or the* Apple before the Treet. fn « 
' Thirdly, Whether the Bird was before. the 


ji; Eye, or h Egg beforethe Bird? 


Fourthly, Whether the ſan was before the 


I'{ bd bow or the Seed before the Man. - 


- But (Gentle Reader) condemn me not for 
im-modeſty ; For if thou belicve that the' ge- 
neration of creatures is the work of. God, then 
thou muſt know, that it is the Creatures duty to 
make Gods great works his own ſtudy, to the 


end that-God may haye the praiſe of all his, 
\\ Works. Therefore if thou condemn me, thou 
wilt manifeſt thine own weakneſs, more than 


my boldneſs, _ now to the firſt of theſe. 


7. $340 
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FH ether the Oak. was before the A Kors 
' or the Akorn before the Oak ny : 
(HA W. Indeed common EXPCrience NEWEY 


T 
4% 


e 


i us ſomtimes; that the. Akorn is the cauſe 'of the 
| Oak: but yet by.reaſon we may gather, thatit . 


hath? not bin-ever1ſo: for we know by common: 


experience, that the Oak is alſo the cauſe of the 
| Akorn,and the cn the Iran and dclie of the 


| Oak, 1 REES Io 


" > a tac a» AÞ1p— oa& an 


Divine Phyloſophie. 
So that here will now fall in a diſtintion of . 


Ys 
cauſes, as namely, the Original cauſe, and the 


1 


| ELD cauſe : So that alrhough rhe Akorn 


ea caule, yet 1t 15 not the Original cauſe ; be- 
caule ir 15 the fruit ; - and as it is the fruit, It 15 


the efle ;: and as it is both the fruit and the et- 


feR, It muſt needs have the Oak going: Origt- 


vally before it, as the original cauſe thereof : 
For the Akorn being the juice and ſubſtance of 
the Tree; and the Tree, the very ſubſtance 
both of Water and Earth, mult needs be the 
frlt cauſe. 

' As when we Sifoad of ſw —— to 
fliew thar there muſt be a cauſe above nature. 


-that mult bring forth both, 


So that reaſon will ſhew us, that the Tree 
may better be without fruit, than the fruit 
withour the Tree; even as men-may better be 
without children, than children can be begot- 


ten without parents. For it 15 a contradiction 


1n Nature, to conceive fruit without a Tree, or 


_ - children without Parents : And that which is a 
_ contradiction in Nature, is 4 contradiction to 


| Reaſon, for Reaſon is not againſt Nature. 


And experience ſhews us, that there are _ 
Gnas many Oaks, where there could not 
be conceived to be ſo many Akorns, or any at 


all. 


IS | 
ire Tp Divine Thyleſophie. 
|| - all. So the Oak mult be before the Akorn, firſt 
/j; InOrder: 
| : Now thmns. I prove a generation of Creatures 
 fromaparticalar root; 
 {/  _- Tf many things ariſc from one,then it proves 
/// © abegining otthings: andif there bea begin- 
//. Ing of things, then there muſt needs be one 
|! aboveallthings, which mult give Being to all 
|, things: Even God, whoſe Being is without Be- 
gining, to give Being to thoſe things which are 
not without begining. ; 
Thus much for the firſt of theſe, wherein you 
il ſee ir is not incredible to prove a great God by ' 
il the meaneſt creature. I come now tothe ſe- 
condrhing. | 
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Wil Quzsr., TI. 
F Hether the Tree Were before the A pple, 
Y V or the Apple before the Tree. - 

- Anſw, The fame that was ſpoken of the 
former, will anſwer to the ſecond; But of this 
; 1 ſhall deſire to ſpeak a word or wo, becaule 

there is ſomthing more to be conſidered in: 
li this than in the former, For, ir thefruit of an 


Il Apple-Tree there is two things very remark- 
able, 


Divine Phytoſo phie. 5 
able; viz. The Apple, and then the kirnel 
within the A pple; which kirnel is the ſecon- 
dary Cauſe of an other Tree, and that ſub- 


Rancially. | 


But ſo'is not the Apple; For itis onely the 
fruic and effe of the Tree that went ww it, 
and 1s the vetlcl of the kirnel,bur is not the {ub- 
ſtantial cauſe of the Tree.. 

So thar foraſmuch as the Apple is not the 
ſubſtancial cauſe- ar all, bur the fruit, it muſt 
needs tollow, that the Apple being! bur rhe 


fore the Tree ; For, then mult the effe& be be- 
fore the caule, which 1 isa contradition in Na- 
ture, 

And therefore the kirnel, which is inſepa- 


fruit only, could never be the firſt in order, be-. 


rably joyned withthe Apple 1 in the birth of the 


Tree, as part of tie truir, or an effec thereof, 
could never be originally before the Tree. 


For then, there muſt have bin a kirnel with- 


out an Apple, which 1s part of the inſeparable 
frunt in the birth thereof. 


Thus much for the ſecond, the third fol- 


lowcrh, 


QuEesST.. 


Ce ln ee Es 


HT Divine Phyloſophie. 
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Hether the E g was before the Bird, or 
the Bird before the E g? 
TY We (ce indeed that the Eg is IM 
the Bird, as the cauſe thereof ; yer is there al{o 
a Bird before the Eg, asa caſe thereof ; or ellc 
there could nothaye binanEg., © | 
So that when we ſay the Bird is the effe of 
the Eg, let us look back to the cauſe, why che 
Bird is the effect, and the Eg the caule.. 
It is, becaule the E2 is the very ſubſtance and 
nature of the Bird that went belork. | 
So that conyerſing backwards ; it will lead 
us back to the original or firſt cauſe thereof. © 
- Stillto prove a generation of creatures atl- 
ſing our of'a particular root ; as many creatures 
of one kind, ariſing out of one Creature of the 
fame kind, © | 
_ Sothatit will appear, that ine firſt creature | 
mult have its begining out of the carth ;-'as I 
_ hall further prove at large in the concluſion of 
the fourth Propoſition ; by decyphering the 
Rate of an earth] y body.” 
So ow. if it be ſo, that the firſt living body 
ariſcrh 


{ 


_ Divine Phyloſophie. 3 
ariſeth from the Earth ; then there muſt needs. 
— | beſomething above the Creature, that muſt 
\ bring this body. out of the Earth ;* arid that 77 
. multneedsbe an over-ruling Power. 
CON And ſo I come to > the fourth ho Rs tion. 
G is To ITITL. 
lie Hether the ſeed Were before the man, or.. 
the man before the ſeed? or Whether 
of he ts the cauſe, or whether he is the effett ? 
Ns eAnſw.. Indeed the ſeed 1s the caule of the: 
| Child ; but look back once again to the rea-. 
d ſon why i it is ſo : namely becaule the ſeed is the 
very ſubſtance and Nature of the Man , from 
L whence it. came, ſo that it ſprang from him as a. 
? fruit or effe and nor as a caule : fo. that ill : 
” by reafon and. by converfing backward, thou 
"y maiſt find out the original cauſe ;; as namely 
1G the Man >. and not the Seed. For here thow 
" maiſt {ce that the Man is both the Veſlel, and 
Fs * ſubſtance thereof .. 4 
{ | So that hence 1 it fol lows that the man. miſt” 
By bethe firſt, in order of Nature , and the chil- 
E dren follow, as by generation. | 
And here L {hall _ in both the Man BY 
[ the. 


oO ep ——__— ww  ”  — --— —Two on 


< —_ ———__—_— - _ 


0 . _ Phyloſophie. 


—— — —_ --- _—_ RI er aa . 
_—_—_ — —_— -<—_—__—__—— 
= ——— —— — . 


the Woman as the perſons gencrating; before 
there can be children generated; as perſons | 
begetting, before children begotten: So that 1 
if the ſeed ſhould: bz the firſt in order , . before « 
either the Man or the Woman, it were as much A: 
as to ſay, that there might be Children before _ 
Parents, which is a contradiction 1n Nature, as 
aforelaid.-----—- EE 

For the Sred is but Seed,before it be a Child, 
and a Child is but a Child, before it be a Man. 
So that a Man g-nerated, is but the effe of a 


Man generating. So that a Man mult be be= 


fore the fruit of his Body, as a Tree mult be 


before the fruit of its Body;as the cauſe ever go- 
10g before the effect. On Pens 


Takea word or two more, and I ſhall make 
it ſoplainthata very child may underſtand it, 
and rhar 1s from the third and fourth Propofiti- 


on, Whether the Egg be before tbe Bird, or the 


Bird before the Egg? and alſo, Whether the 


Seed be before the Man, or the Man before the 
Seed? | | 


' Now of theſe in Order, 5 
And firſt of the Egg and the Bird. Go 
Ir mult needs be that the Bird was in order, 
before the Egg, for aſmuch as there cannot be a, 
Bird brought from rhe Eg, except there be rhe. 


© | DS 
Mother 


* iS *D LY 
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Mother to fit it. So that if there had been an 
Egs, before the Bird, then there could be no 
Bird tofitit; and then the Egg could never 
COMe to any effec; and {o there could be no 
Bird at all. | 

And nov to the ſecond of theſe that is, 
That the Man and the Woman both were be- 
fore rhe Seed, as will appear thus, 

For as mnch as we know that the Seed com-" 
meth to no. perfeRion except there be a WVamb 
to conceive it. So that, i{rhere hag been Seed 
either bet. Wan or Woman, there could have 
been no Womb to have conceived it, and fo 
that Seed could ncyer have come to any effec x 
and. fo conſequently there could never have 
been Man, nor Woman. : 

So that by this 1: appears, that both Manon : 


all other Creatures; had their beginnings from 


the Earth, yet not by generation, but by {ome 
extraordinary Power. 

And it will further appear by experience, 
that the generation of all Creatures, Rational 
and. Senſitive," had a beginning , for if you 
conſider rhe multiplication or encreaſe of "_ + 
it muſt needs be,” they had a beguming : 


- we may ſee Rational creatures do mightily = 
creals > Which we may findin Records that. 


thew 


— —— eo Oy oro ere - —  — 


ﬀ ad ans Agha | mmmmm__ 
M1 To Diolne je Phyloſs phte. 

Will 
| ſhew how many Towns and Cities have been 

| ih built not many generations ago * for the habi- . 
|]. Eations of People ; and experience ſhews us | 
\ 1] * that they areſtill enlarged by building, every 


a days which they needed not do, if there were 
. Not People to inhabite them. | 
| Me Furthermore conſider, how many Iſlands 
|! andother places are lately inhabited, through ' 
i  theencreale of Creatures, as at. Iſland, New 
"i England, &c. 
#i-. _, Sothatifrhe generation of Creatures had 
/' been without beginning, and, had alwaies 
grown bigger and bigger , long ere this day 
- there would not have been food for ſo many 
Creatures to,ſubfiſt upon, nor habitation upon 
| the face of the earth, for their being. . 
| ©, Andthisalflo ſhews, that the generation of 
Fit” creatures had a begining:and if ſo,from whence 
|! mult they ariſe, but fromthe carth , as the ma- 
| terial of their bodies, compounded with other 
'|, Elements? 
$- .- And that Man came from the Earth, will 
appear by theſe Arguments. .' .. 
'!! . _. Firſt, Becauſe that he is Earthly minded; to 
{1 -ſhew his earthly inclination , anſwering to | 
ill - - Earth. 
Ill Secondly, Becauſe his Natural food is i 
uy FT _ ::- 
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| Divine je Phyloſophie: "oi 
the things of the Earth; to-manifeſt his natural | 


ut | Hfubfiſtancethereupon; for if he were. not of 
_— the Earth, he might live,and yet not {ubſilt up- 
ry | ' On me Partho. | 
hd . But things live 1 upon the Earth, becauſe i In- 
= deed theyare of the Earth , and therefore the 
1%  carthis moſtſutable to their eatthly condition. 
"ol So both theſe - Arguracnts, do manifeſtly 
s. ſhew the Creatures earthly appetite. 5 
... The third: Argument to , prove that man | 
q 6: came qut ofthe earth., is > Becauſe thar in the. 
end he returns to-the earth again, as falling in-. 
| to his own natural center: for all things na- 


- turally incline and follow after: Their « Own na-. 
ture, of what nature {oever they are. y 
= Even fo the Earth (asthe general nature of | 
£ a receiveth all.i into it that ever came from it. | 
- -, And as man came our of the carth, ler us. | 
conſl der theſe things in particular... E; 
WS [That as he caine out of the earth, he 
could not; make himſelf; for-if'he.could, ir. 
1 were as much as. toſay,' a thing that hath no .. 
_ principle of life, .may make. it {elf to be a li- 
. 'ving creature, and yet not froma principle of 
et life - which is {till a contradiQtion in nature. 
: For, life may beger life; but that which hath _ 
<+-c:-gl life,cannot beget that thing which hath lite. 
4 | B Ea 
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Secondly, As man cannot make himfelf, no 
more can he preſerve himſelf, neither eari he 
ſecure himſelf from ſrrow.fiekrieſs, and death ; 


| So that if he cannot ſecure himſelf when he \*- 


| hath life, much leſs could he. make himſelf be- 
fore he had life. - | 
Thirdly, He cannot make any thing like 


himſelf; as, © miake an other man,and to give 
life unto him. 


Fourthly, He cannot take any hind tafe- - 


rior to himſelf,” atid and poſſels the ſame with 
life; notwithſtanding man is the moſtexeellent. 
cteature inthe whole world. So then, if that 


which is moſt excellent can neither preſerve it 
ſe]t,nor make ary thing like,or inferior to ir ſelf,” 
and give lite unto it; then it muſtneeds follow : 


Thar the generation 'of Creatures canhot be 


withour begining ; for, that which is withoat 


begining, mult needs be infinite ; and that | 


- which .1s infinite ( having life in ir ſelf ,) the 
life muſtnecds be as infinite as it {elf ; ahd rhar 
which is infinite in'ics life,io its ſe1f,muſt needs . 


be able to make a creature that. hath: life,as well 
by Creation as. Gentration, 


So that, foraſtnuch as man hath life; nd yet : 


15 not able ro cxerciſe ito the Creation! 'of live- 


ly Creatures, doth mariſofty: they that be had 


his 
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| tisownlifefrom an other power, that did rma- 
L mifeſt life to. him, before he had lite in himſelf, 
Hy And conſider further, That-if mans Gene- 
ration were eternal,” and - without begining ; 
| then mult thehife of every perſon be as eternal 
\ asrhe generation it (elf, - for the life of every 


| particular perſon, is the very ſame life with that - - 


mthe whole gencration. :. $0 thar ifthe life of 
evcry creature be the ſame-with the life ' of: the 
whole generation, and the life of. the whole be 
Without begining in the whole body. of 'the ge- 
' Atration, and not conſifting in any thing above- 
 itfelf, then muſt it needs: follow, Thar: crea-' 
tures thar once received life from the body of 
the fame generation, mult needs live for ever,- 
and never dy. For if the generation were with- 
_ out begining,then muſt the life of the fleſh, as it 
was In the body of the generation, be as infinite *- 
_ asthe lite of the Spirit. Tt will alſo follow,thar: - 
man ſhould live,and never dy; and that becauſe 
both fleſh and Spirit either are or muſt be eter- 
nal, without beginingin the generation.” ' But: 
- . death will manifeſt a begining of the generati- . 
| ON,and therefore a God, without contradiction. 
_ Another Argument to-prove. the begining 
_ ofthe generation, and ſoa God; thus, _ 
 Thatifſo be mans generation were without . 
5 beglnmngs 


i. 36: ' Divine Thjlefopbie: 


| Witt .. begining, then mult the wiſdom ofthe creature' 
| HY 2 

\l!f  (asitis1nthe body « of the generation) needs be. 
|] withoutbegining alſo” . 


And fo it will follow, that Man mult be the 


* eternal Fountain of his own Wiſdom: and that: 
- foraſmuch as. man is the mo&excelent-and wi- 
\ ſeſtrhingupon rhe _ 4 


And then there-muſt be no willom chord 
"hindſelf-: arid then were it poſſible for man to 
know the depth of the myſterie of: all things; 5 
which we ſec:he doth not. 


Again,' It the generation beck of. the Hleſh 


and of hes pirit, were both eternal in the Bo- {f 


CO Vr_m_ o_y — 
% 


| 


dy thereof, then muſt it needs divide alike Por- 


tion of Wiſdom to every particular Perſon,for 


_the honor of the whole Body: which we ſec 


it doth nar,foraſmrich as ſome have neicher Will 
nor Reaſon to guide themſelves. 

Another Argument this, _ 
|. Conſider whether or no the: very. ground 
and reaſon of all mutatzons, changes, and al- 


tetations; be not becauſe the Creature hath n9 
eternal ſubliſtence j 11þ 4 (-  _ 


For I conceiye, If his generation was with-' 
out begining,: his life mult needs be without 
 changes.. So.that the(e things ctn off the'vain- 

_ conceptions of thoſe, who fayall things came by 


Nature and kind, i For 


4 _ —_— 
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For, tofay they came by nature and kind is | 


0 ſaythe. very ſame with Us, and ſo they. loſe 
themſelves.” 


. For ['to:come ] is to, have: a begining. | 
* And if they intend ſo, then'it is as much as 


to wok that Homing hath des To forth ſom- 
thing. 


For chings opting come-by nature, before 


there was frature to bring them forth. 


And as for an eternal generarion, that is 
cleerly anſwered in what gocth b<fore. - 
But if xx be ſuppoſed chat man came naturally 


our of the earth, by the generation of the earth, 
aSby the earths own power, without cither the | 


power of God or man. 

I anſwer, itstrue, he came out of the earth, 
without any power of himſelf ; But, if wichout 
the power of God, why doth nor the earth. | 
bring forth by her own power, and in the ſame 
manner, the lame creatures noW, CEN as well 
as then. , E 

So that this will now cut off FR ſuppoſiti icion 
of che earth it ſelfs being without begining. © 

” But if ir be ſuppoſed that the earth. was able 
to bring forth ſuch a creature, but miay have loſt 


pay of its natural propriety. 


lanſwer, that Its contrary to a thing that's 
B 3 infinite 
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infinite, ever to-loſe any of its: natural proper- 


Wh", ries ; For that which was with it in the-genc=. 


ration of the thing that came from it; and. was 
alſo eternally with it frombefore time, muſt al- 
ſobe eternally with it for the tyme to come; for 
the time paſt, andthe time to come, are both 
-oneto that which hath no begining. 


And fartker, whereas it is queltzoned of the 
earth's bringing: forth man | D708 own power | 


and way of generation.” 

; Tanſwer, Thar it isa meer contradiQon i In 
nature: for then muſt a thing that hath no life, 
bring forth a thing, that hath life..- And fo,..if 
the earth which hath no life+in it ſelf, ſhould 
| give life1o the thing brouzhe forth, ir muſt 
;1\ Bive that to another which It hath Not In it 
i Jeb. - Ek 6 

Go ief But whates chisx can-be'ſo or no, 1 ſhall ry 
;', It anonat large, by proving that both perſons: 

and aRions proceed-from their ſeveral cauſes. 


: + And firſt:I ſhall begin with the laſt canſe, 
| andfo reaſon; by converting backward, to fnd 


Kid, out the firſt cauſe. }. 

\.\ > And firſt, There 1san artificial ry - as In 
{4 the Clock; and ſuch like things, ating from 
5" their artificial caules; as the litcle wheels from 


Mig the great wheels: and the wheels from the. 


© 


Ce oy He nd plummets, 


& » 


ap 
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 plummets,and all of them from the Workman. |} 
 . ' Secondly, I come to the natural cauſe;which # 
15a principle of life in every living Creature, |} 
which 3s the thing they at trom and by.” So |} 
that Dre arg two things remarkable. | 
--: T. Thething acting, which is the cauſc, 
and that js the Spirit and life within. © - | 
2. :1 he Body, which is the thing ated , ſo jj 
that the body may be ſaid to-be ated, ra- || 
ther then any waies -to act of it ſelf, ay the } 
wheels of the Clock are turned by the maſter- 
Wheel, and the wheels by the plummets, and 
all by the. Work-man, as atoreſaid. - 
\ ..... SO that living creatures at, while there is 
life, but when lite is-departed,there isno ation | 
at all. So thathere appears the natural cauſe. j 

Thirdly, The material cauſe, or ſubject mat | 
ter of-mans body : : Namely, the Earth , as a- 
Fo ES SE 44. 
__ So Man being living creature,and-the earth | 
being athing that hath no life, could never:be | 
the actual cauſe of man, 'who is a living crea- | 
tare,but the thing only that the body \yas made | 
_ "of; and not the thing which ic was made | 
- Fourthlyandlaſtly, It draws me from ithe | 
material to the eternal cauſe, which muſt be 
BEES IS REEL... 


{!] hecreate that: life in himſelf," neither bath yt by 
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God himſelf; for if the Clock cannot at with-- 


}'! -outa Work-man, nor the Work-man without 


a principle of life: within himſelf; neither can 


an cternal generation,as is before groycd ;” nei- 


'Þ j ther doth he receive it from the material cauſe 
2! of his body; which is the earth, as aforeſaid. 'So 


"| .thatit mult needs follow, that there is an eter- 
nal canſe, which is thecauſe of all things, and 


that muſt needs be God without contradiction: 
: Further, if you confider the earth it felf, as 


{| It hangsin the Ayr; as appears: by the. round 
=; Center of the Sky, infolding. it on every ide; - 


:as alſo the Sun courſi ing'it about both WNdCr and 


over, by night, and by day.” YE 
&j: + » Then conſider what it is it ſtands upon, Or 

Ui what i is the foundation thereof. 
#}; <= If thou conceive the Waters to be the foun- 


dation ( as ſome Phyloſophers are of that mind, 
andthe Pſalmes ſpeak to that purpoſe.) Then I 


| demand what is the material Foundation tor thC 


_ Waters to {tand upon ? 


If thou ſay the Sky under hes; becauſe the 
Sky .compaſlſcrh them round... 


Then ] again demand, What i Is the terial 
undaion ro hold np the Sky ? | 


0 that treaſon what thou wilt,and ſee if thou 


- 
& . . 
W"'=" > oB- a MF 4,445 8-47 oe 100 —S®.-:0'9 | canl 
. 2 
\ I 


© canſt tell me what is the material foundation 
{ .or bottom of all material things. 


| 
k 


' a God, who by his Word and Power. bears up 
| q the foundations of all material-things. : 


ward, becauſe the Heavens and the Earth be- 


nor downward, but only'to the thoughts'of the 
Ignorant, who ſeing a clod, or a ſtone, caft up 
' Into the Ayr, and returning tothe earth, again, 
do preſently conclude it falls downwards: but 
 (fay ſome Phyloſophers) ir doth not, -bur being 
taken from the earth,.-retutns thither: again," As 
| «naturally falling into its own Center, -* 1 * 


. 
— T, CT 


then muſt water ſpilt out of a Bucket,never reſt 
till it return tothe River again; for'theWarer. 
15 its own natural Center: Bur weſee othet- 
- wile,that it falsto the earth; which if lo be that 
the teaſon of a {tone caſt 1 inro the Ayr, and-re- 


earth is natural unto 1t ; then would not warer - 


| leſs) would fall into the Riyer, 
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Ando it will be manifeſt that there muſt be 


But now, whereas ſome Phyloſophers ay 
that there is nothing fallsdownward of it ſelf, | 
and that there's neither: upward -nor down: 


ingevery way round, implics neither upward 


ButI anſwer,that that cannot be the thing,for - 


rurningtotheearth again, were only becaule rhe 


ſpilr, ever fall unto the earth, but (as bein g reſt- 


hs And 


— __O— _ — 
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' And whereas they ſay; ' Fire allo aſcends ups | Et 
wards; by reaſon of the Fiery Element that is nn 
above it ; and therefore-it goes upward, as 
- pointing naturally to ts ownplace. | 

| anſwer, It 1s not-{ſo; 3nd that for£wo rea- 6 
{ons ; Firſt, becauſe if it were ſo, it were impoſ- | 
fible for the fire gyer to abide on the exuth; , 
for while -the fire is upon the earth, it: be 
ing out.of its own. place,' and the. fire above 
being:its ownElementz andevery thing run- | 
ing to. Its own Element; the fire would un- 
doubtedly be taken from the earth, to 80 tothe 
Fiery Element; ry \ 

An other-Argument to -proye that the fire's | 
_ going upward is not becaule of the Fiery Ele- ' 
ment aboye it ; 1s, Beeauſe they are not both of | 
one nature. As appearsin this; becauſe the fire 
below hath no ſubſiſtence without the fewel,or | 
"ſome materials ro work upon : And. fo it can- 
inor be with' the- Fiery Element above : Be- 


"cauſe there is not the - ſame Matetials to. 


work upon. - So that ] prove,' Thar the 
Wood is nikeral to the Fire, and not the 


*Element above. $0 then, the reaſon of the * 


*fire flaming upward, is nor becauſe of the Ele- 
Ment above it. | 


o And the realpn of a ſione allin downward, | 
DT 3 OY 
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”M that 1t follows, there mult be a God who by his 
.. \, Power bears up the foundation ofall things. 
7 by 


3, falling'to the earth, to be nothing elſe but by 


- realonof the earth being natural:to it. which 
| 3 already contradifted. + foe eh i 
| \. Yetnevertheleſs, I anſwer further ; Suppoſe. 
%. , a maa wonld have his own way, that a ftone 


_ | falling tothe earth is, ,becauſc the carth is na- 
| turalroir, and therefire cannot reſt, becauſe 
1t 15 out of its own Element. .. - ; 
TW So that if” the reaſon be either becauſe it na- 
0 turally returns thither, or elſe the-earth natu- 


- : 


5 b- ratly:draws "IF g' | - _ 
na Yet confjder, that where the whole body of 
< the earth is compact within it ſelf, the whole E- 


lements and Heavens together ; it mult needs 
ha have a foundation,or-a power toſtand upon. - 
\.- Another thing to prove there is a God, will 


E | | | 4 
E .| -appeareven fromthe men of Art (as ſuch who 
* } brought their Conjuring books, and burnt them 


| n | who manifeſt thers js a Deyil, becauſe they have . 


— I— I Ire ———— 
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to deal with-him : As'Witches, Conjurers, and 
| '-thereby.can perform many;Rrange works, E0i- | 

' *raryto Nature ; So that*if-they cana&t con- & 
 . trary to-Nature, then it muſt needs appear; that | 

| 


A 
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it.is from'a Power above.Nature, as they them | 
ſelves alſo do-confeſs ; ſo from this it will ap- 
pearthat there is a God; otherwiſe the Devil 
could ſtile himſelf to. be God, whereas both | 
| Scripture,Reaſon,and the Artiſts conteſlion do 
' manifeſdtharhe is inferior to'God, fo 
Another Argument is, That if a man were 
inaſtrange Country, where-there were ma-/| 
ny buildings ,: yet no Inhabitants ; he mult | , 
necds.conclude, that there' had bin work. men, | 
or ele there could have bin no buildings. ”- © © | 
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So, look -upon the Being, of all  "_ as 
fr kay Earth, &c. Yeathings ſenſitive and 
rational, &c. will manifeſt there was a maker, | 
Whole being i LE. = OS 

' Further, - Conſider that if a man were 11a 
dungeon, where-no light could appear unto | 

tim, but only a few bcams of the Sun, at. 
a {mall think or creviſe, he might there- | 
fore conclude: that the Sun was in the Firma-+| 
ment. Sothat though we ſee not God pet- 
{onally, yet we beholding) tits Works, S 7 may col- | 
clude there 1 ISA God, | 
| Further, 


Inn ny 
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Further, If I may make uſe of Records, I re- 
tories the hyſtorie of the Atheiltical'gallants, 


' who being once Papiſts, and tutning-ro be A- | ' 
theiſts, denyed that there was any, God; and - |{ 


being afterwards to pals over the river $ irimon, 


"which was frozen over with ice, a ſudden thaw. 


enſuing, that they were in danger of periſhing, 


they turned all again unto God, and called up- 


on. their Images : which doth manifeſt, God 
meeting with their unbelief,and his Power and 


Majeſly working upon their Underſtandings 


and Conſciences. Again, Atheiſtical aligulk, | 
denying that there was a God, the Lord ap- 
peared to him inthe noiſe ofa Thunder-crack,' 
inſomuch that he. confeſſed God again, and | 
crept under his bed to hide _ tromthe ' | 


terror of his Juſtice. , ; 


' But to leave Hyſtorie, ad come to o nah 
ence, as unto ſome men who have lived wick- | 
edly, and bin ever obſtinate and contentious || 


againſt reproof, | making but a ſcoff; or derifion 
Tthereat. 


on their death-beds ; have had their Con” | 


Yet whett they have come to ly 


ſciences wounded with pangs and terrors : 


Whereas ſome others who were never {o obſti- | 


nateagainſtreproof,yetnevertheleſs lived wick- | 
wh oy Ge PRO. 


ih This | 
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"... This ſhews to us,, that: mans pangs of Con-: 

ſcience is not only from his wickednefle, but- /- 

| becauſe that God revealeth in him the terror of 
#'//' his Majeſty. Ando it appearsthere is a God. 

1! Butrocometo another Argument, and to 


things. 
ble, are not ſubordinate things, and all Powers 
i -  bethat they had a begining, 8 therefore ir muſt 


by Now if thou wilt know whether. all viſible 
1 things are ſubordinate, and all Powers ſubordi- 


Wi ſee itis but a ſubordinate Light,becauſe'i it 15 ſub - 


| 
Yi je to be eclipſed with the darkneſl= of the 
1b 


clonds, which keeps the ANQESrance of rhe 
beams from Us. 


Al | "mo leeas much in it, two manner of wayes. 


San, aforeſaid. 
2, In thar ir is Clia to the Stn, Py 


i//'';,  conſiderinthe laſt place, and to look on all 

i fe BY , 
DEAE Whether or no that all things which are vid, 
ſubordinate Powers?and if ſo then,it. mult needs: 


\| Needs follow thar there muſt needs be a:Power . - 
i!!! abovethem, which is not ſubordinate unto any.: 


{1 1 Nate Powers, as being viſible. _ . : 
08 Then look fiſt upon the Sun,and thou ſhalt 


bt £ 
/| | Secondly, Look -upont nthe Moon, and hou 


Moll | . Inchat jr is abject. ro the clouds, as the 


fl. caule it borrowerh 1 ts bght fromthe Sun. And. 
= that 


nie 


[ 
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- | thatitdoth is thus proved; when the Moon is 


newly changed; then that fide which is roward' 


| -the Sun, receiveth-its lighr firſt, and getterh e- 


| very night more and more, while it-is on that 


*- | fide of the Sun, till it come to the full, cill it 
' come on the other ſide of the Sun, and ſo be- 


veins to looſe its light 1 more and more on that. 


| fide which fhe got it on before, untill ſhe come 


| 


- | tothechange, and ſo recovereth it again on the 
{ſame fade. 


In the next place, ] look upon the/Sea, ane 
thou ſhalr ſee that it is alſo ſubjeR tots bounds, Ps 


| ' notwithſtanding the force thereof is very 


reat;”- 
n Foutthly, Look: upon all Trees; Herbs and: 
Vlarits, and it appears they- are ſubjeR to the 
Earth, from whence they Came, as by returning : 
to the earth again. 
Fifthly, Conſider all the Laws, Powers, and. 
Acchorities of Men, how ſiibje& they are to 
change; as alſo their win as Kings, Prin- 
CES, and other inferior Magiſtrates , ſomcimes 
brought down from their high eſtimarions. 

Sixthly,- Conſider thar both they, 'and all 0- 
ther men are ſabjeR to return to the earth a- 
gain (in time) from whence they came.” 

So that hereI prove; thatall things Ther but 
{ubox- 
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0 ſubordinate: things, and all Powers but ſubor-! | 
THIS dinate Powers, as being all of them ſubjeQ to, | 
|||} - ' theirchanges;, and all ſubje& to be preyented | 


— 
—_ 
7 0. 


| 
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Es 
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My | ' | 
$ | i, 11 their courſes, I . | 
0088 And if all theſe things be ſubordinate, then 
Mi 5 

Mi! | It plainly appears, that they neither were eter- | 


#1! | nal without begining,neicher could they make 
';  -. themſelves beforethey had a begining. || 
"= And ſo there myſt be.a- power aboyethem, | 
to give being 1 antothem, even GENE ber | 
= ing 1s wicthour begining.” 
W177 And thus] prove there isa God... #7 
| _ Andnvwlproceedto ſpeak in anſwer to | 
another ſort of. People , who hold there isa | 
God, and yer differ with-me about what. God is. 
no Some atfirm the Sun } in the Firmament. is 
ET: | God. k 
But now for as amv. As <4 Cr to deal _ 2 

' people who confeſle the Scriptures ro be true, 
| | * Ifhall herebriefly anſwer them In their own . 
wl COIN, as followeth. ot n 

|. þ The San i in the Fi ignament is Sa «id ble ching; 
bur the Apoſtle .faith that God is' inviſible, 
WW | 1. 71m., 1.17.10 thata viſible Sun canner bean. 
Ws inviſ ble God. ' And alchough Chriſt faith, He 
| that hath [een me hath ſeen;the Father, £5/ 14, 
PI! .9,10.yerwe mult CONCEAVE..It WAS a: ſpiriqual 
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| ſeeing; and not-a Corpoxeal ; for-the Scripture: 
, faith elſe- where, a 0man hath / een © od at ny 


d a-i 


But leſt any. ſhould hold that ths. Sun in the 


Firmament;is:God, and yet deny the. Seripture, 


I (hall here endeavor to meet: with fuch a dan- 


s F gr; ; in which I ſhall proves. > 


That the-Sun is but a. ſub-ordinate thing, - as 


1 hayedone 3 In Pare already, ou NOW more at. 


Jarg "Tat « : 

Et, Becauſe It 1s kj <Q to be eclipſed 
by the Clouds, asafore- Gd; which eclipſe is 
.not by with-drawing his Body from. us, but: - || 
by the. Body of the Clouds over-ſhaddow-"' | 
both the: | 
pure- light Sg heat in the- conſtant courſe 


-tereof. WES $3.24 | 


, Confi der further, that bouts, groves, Rh < Ce 


able Cin ſome meaſure) to ſtop the violent hear ' 
\thereof. |, Further conſider, that all things, all: 
. houſes, groves, &c.arenot ablero keep off the-- 
| heat of the Maker So that if the-Sun were God, 
| the. Creatures were able-to' make -nothing to 
_Rop any motion, of it in the natural 
thereof. | 


es 


- The Sun by PO EPEROEIE IT ſelf, bideth. It * 


YL fil. in the Firmament from our- common - 
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2D 
fenſes, but could never be preverited: in its | 
own actions; - neither by 
 madeby the creature : Nor by the Clouds fly. 
_y berwixt it arid us in the Ayr, it it were God. 
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ina word, - andithat from 1759.1 
' the K3 wg Etortial: Tnvifsble, the only Wiſe Gol. 


Divine Phyloſophie; 


any artificial thing \ 


And further, ex 7 oaks its light neicher 


an, nor doth eyer enlighten the eatth, except 
either the viſible appearance, or bodily preſence 
be in the Firmament above the-earth. 
So that we ſee, the Snn'is ſo ſubordinatecthar: | 
when it 15 under the earth, it is neitherable to- 
give light, nor heart tothe: face of che carth. 
which is aboye it. - 
So that it muſt needs be but a ſubordintte a| - 


pdwer, becauſe it aQs no further than (in ſore: 


| Now one thing! more in-anſwer to thoſe 
who lay there is nv God but the good and evil 


Planets. - 


But if theſe hold te the Scriptures {as pet- 
haps they do) then they will foon be anſwered. 
I. 17. Now to": 


Now it Godbe (as indeed he is) inviſible, the! 


Planets cannot be God, foraſmuch as they are 
vikble, 


Bur for the prevention of furcher danger, if 


. 


ſort) it rakes its bodily preſence along withit. * 
 Andſo much for this. 
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JP Divine Phyloſophic. bs Is 29. 
cicher theſe, or any of theſe ſhould ho!d the 
ſame thing, and yet eny the Scriptures 4-1 ſhall 
anſwer furcher thus :. 

That the Planets cannot be God;b ecauſe chat: 
whatſoever is. God,, muſt needs have a life and | 
priviledge,of Independency. RI | 

But I'ſhall prove that one of the Planets hack 
alife and priviledge of Dependency, viz. The. 
: Moon, which draweth her light from: the Sun; 
' (as aforeſaid, in the. ſecond thing, anſwered), 
and that will thus appear; When the is newly 
changed, ſhe hath her light on that fide we: 
is necreſt the: Sun, and 'getteth every night a ; 
degree, till ſhe ſtand face to face to the Sun,. 
and then ſhe is in the full ; then again ſhe loſerh. 
her light on the ſame fi de the firlt-received ir, 
 asfalling in on the contrary fide the Sun, until 
ihe change again. | 

The fecond Argument to prove che plas 
are not God, is this 3 +. . 

Becauſe, Every, one of them. have ſeycral 
workings contrary to one another, whiah doth. 

rake oe: Independent and univerſal pri- | 
viledge. | 7 | 

Now every one of them gets and keeps his i 
priviledge in oppoſition one to another, being :; | 
ſo, their priyiledge cannor be Independent and, 

C 2 univerſal, 
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Univerſal, becauſe | chey- are /in oppoſition one 
to another; which carinever be incident 0. at , 
that which is infinite. © -.-: * 

- Andrthus much-be ſpoken for theſe things of. 
{#>'great concernment. :And {o I commit my. 


of God, and to the 


endeayors to rhe bleſſing 


_ conſiderations bottrof the Reader and Hearers, , 


having ſpoken more. tully concerning this 
Jaſt rhing,, in my anſwer-to the ſecond thing, 
viz, Whether rhe Sun bt God 2: which if 
you lcok but alittle back; you ſhall ſge-to your 


fatisfaRtion,- thar: the Sun 1s.buca ſub-ordinate 


power, which you yourſelves may alike con-: 
ceive of all other things viſible. 


Now it followeth phat I ſhew what God: is. 
' In which I ſhalt now.'make uſe of Sctipture, 
And firſt, this God is 


though not altogerher:; 


a Spirit : fohn 4. 2.4. And having thus ſpoken, 


Tome to ſpeak of God in a four-fold reſpeR, 
from which four terms, will ariſe divers patticu-' 
lars, and yet he is but one God in :Perfon and. 
SPIE ; ahd theſe Fourt terms H Tone 2 hank Are : 
AS followeth, 


1. Uncreated, 
2. Inviſible, © 
3 indepenmy, 


& Infinite, Of the PE fn 4 


' Firſt, 
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| Divine o bliſepbte. .3t 

Fiſt, he'i is uncreated,- and: that muſt needs | 
- b6foifmuch as all other things ate.ſubordinare, 
| © and hadtheirbegining from him,and their con- 
| _ 'tinual dependence upon him ; fo that he himſelf 
could never receive begining nor ref{idence 
from” the Creature, becaule it IS below him- 
felt. EYE 

Secondly, God muſt als be without be- 
gining, becaiſe nothing can give Being to its 
felf - 'foraſmuch as all Creatures are ſubor- 
dinates , not able to give -Bring to him or 
themſelves ; neither can any thirg take a 
| Being to it ſelf, beforeit-bea thing. There- 
fore muſt God needs be without. begining, thar 
o1ves Being to all things. 
. Secondly, God is Inviſible; 1 Tim..s I; 17. 
And that he is Inviſible, will appear thus ; In 
that Godis an uncompounded Eflence, admit- 
ing of no mixtute, and therefore not like to | 
the Creature, as confiſtins of Elementary or 
Corporeal body, as of War Fire, Earth, or 
Ayr, for then might he be ſeen with a mortal 
ey : but the: Creature ſees God wirh his'under-. | 
ftandingeven as God ſees. himſelf in us: And 
 Chriit-latth, 4 S pirit hath not fleſh and blond, | 
&c. Therefre he is. neither Vitible rior- Cor- - } 


_ poreal, And fo Icome tothe third PIreiey ar. | 
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ll : of the Lord *' and who hath bin his C onnicelloy 2 


| Airuments, yet the power. in the Inſtruments is 


4.46 This Councel and his Eſſence ; (till ſhewing that - 
"1," His Councels are all in himfelf,and not depend- 
i | . Ing in others: and alſo all his ations alwales 


32 Divine Phyloſophie. 
” The third term, iz. That God is Indepen-. | 
dent: and he is thus, firſt, In reſpeR of his Be- -| 
Ing ; ſecondly, Of his Determinations,Coun- | * 
cels, and Decrees ; Who hath kpown the mind. 


and Whe hath given unto him? *&c, Rene. 1. 34, 
25. and yer theſe two are:but one perſonal or 
eſſential being ;. but: we diſtinguiſh between 


ng = 
- _ ES is 8 


are done by himſel{alone, though'he uſcth In- 


his own ,; for i» him we live, move, ana bave 
Orr being. LEG Coo eo toes - 
-- Fourthly, That God 1s infinite,unſearchable, 


', incomprehenſible, that he cannot be compre- 


hended by the Creature; further than he com- 
prehends himſclt in the Creature. | 


following, © + -* 


And now God is infinite in- theſe reſpeas ' 


' Firſt, heis infinite in reſpe of time; and 
this word infinite (1n this ſenſe) doth hold out 
I1s etet nity; ' that God & infinite without begin- 
3ng or ena, Heb. 7: 8. compared with P/al. no. 
without begining of daies, or end of life, &c. 


» BS PET 


« + Secondly, Intinie in reſpect of -place, as not 
BATHE Mk as being 


OY 22 #8, % wet 


(> 


I? 


Fg 


being circumſcribed in any one place alone, bur 
filling all places, Fer.2.3. 7 fill heavty axd earth, 


So that God hath an infinite preſerice, compre- . | 
hending all places, and yet not comprehended _ 


by.any thing, either place or perſon. 


Thirdly, Infinite in reſpet of ' Wiſdom, 


E ccleſ. 12. 14. he isſo wiſe, that he Will bring . l 


every ſecret thing to judgement. A 
| Secondly, God knoweth all his own works, 


- andthe myſterie thereof, as the Scripture ſaith, 
Knows unto God are all hu Works from his Cre- 


ation : God knows himlelf without contradr- 
tion. G Y-10 > 
Further, I ſhall ſhbew how God is infirite ; 


> | 
but what now followeth of it, I ſhall bring in | 


1ath e laſt thin g: propounded in the preface,vsz. 
what God js to: the Creature : and: what fol- 
loweth here, and is propounded there concern- 
ing Gods being infinite, and what God. is to 
the Creature, muſt here be handled both roge- 
ther; and what God istothe Creature, muſt 
be laid down in twothings in general. - 


Az either happineſs, or ſevere puniſhment, |} 


ascreatures.do receivc either good or eyil. 
And firſt to this, being the fourth in order of 
theſe going before; That God is infinitely lo- 


- vingtothecreature, Fohn.3. 16, He ſo loved the 


C 4. | Worla, 
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Dlotne ThoApbie, 33 | 


| "Divine + Plylaſo his, 
'f . World, that whoſoever believed, ſoould have e- 
hi wverlaſting tif : Here is infinite love. . 
'Secondly,Whart he is to the Creature ; . which 
is the fit in order to what-goes before ; 'name- 


Iy, What God is in himſelf :: 7s. 'Lhat he is 


:Z> 4+ 


Eve a arid Netcy : WEE v1 


experience and way of reaſoning, Mercy hath 
xelpeR alwaies to an object of PRs Jn at all 
£1mes love hath not. -' ' 
| #7 Thirdly,” What God isto Us, which i is the 
kk - fixtin orders: whit God isin himſelf; v;z. that 
God IS powerful ro us; as David faith, The 
iLord is my Strength , and the Lord is a man of 
War, to-conquer all-our. enemies, Sathan, Sin, 
Men, and Death,'and:to work perfect falyation 
for us; and in this reſpe&t is our eternal falya- 
Fn the next place ' (which is the ſixt in-order 
in the Preface). I come to ſhew what he is to 
the yicked, -viz; an angry; juſt, wrathful,-jea- 
Tous, exrible Judge; who unto them miniſters 
(by his Son): in Aames of fire, -as Peter faith. 
and as the Propher faith, He comes 41 his gar - 
ents ts apts in bloud, "0g clothes himſelf With 
; DEI os TOO FL 


infinice merciful ro TRE Creature. fat. 4: 2, 
Bur, if ye wn Mme: © elit difference berwixt | 


; Hegiveyoua rotich, Thar in our common | 


Lap» 3 


| Divine Plyloſopbie. | 25 is br” 


iS jealouſt ie, and.the garments of vengeance, and 
 'will bring to judgement their thoughts, -words, 
"= att ions,Whether ſec ecret or publike 3 aSatore- 
Gi 5; | 
And-thus I commit my inletwors to the 
bleſſing of the Author, which is God himſelf, 
andto the readers and hearers hereof ; and leave 
you to the proteftion of his grace ;  whoalone 
15 ſuficient-for all theſe things. if might have 
| bin morelarge in theſe two laſt things, namely, 
what Godis in himſelf, and what he is to the 
creature; but: want of time and opportunity 
prevents: me,and1 time and opportunity are both 
mthe hand of Divine Providence z /therefore 
; relt contented. TION 
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'A further clearing of the fore-going. 
Diſcourſe , by way of anſwer to 
ſome oppolers. 


Gentle Reader, 
S Rey Had thought to have made an 


Sq gend of writing, and to have ad-_ 


ded no more to this Book - but 
when I had finiſhed the precur- 


ſure of God that I met with 
one ha oppoſed the fore-going part, ſaying, 
it was a vain and frivologs thing for vsto trou- 
ble our ſelves with Phyloſophie, and made his 
Argument from Cel. 2. 8. in theſe words, Left 
any man ſpoyl you through Phyloſophy, and vals 


aeceit, after the ruatments of the World, and 


not after (hrift ; therefore give me leaye to, 
anſwer (once again) theſe, and all men of the 


1* $5.84 


ing Diſcourſe, it was the plea- - | 
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101 28 © Divine Phyioſop be: 
| Iike judgement, whether they ſpeak out of 0- | 4 


pinion or contention, becauſe I am neceſſitated _ | 


<6 hereunto for the further managing, of the truth # 7 
Fh . Thaye here undertaken :. And now foranſwer +: # 
| * to this fore-named, Scripture, namely,. Let 70 k 
[ | '." 924n ſpoil-you through Phyloſophy. 42 
F _ Herel muſt: intorm you, that the Apoſtle 
|: dorhnor ſimply ſpeak againſt Phyloſophic, but | ] 
Fi In reſpe& ot the evil-uſe of Phyloſophie'; as | 1 
Fi When they ſhall uſe their Phyloſophie againſt | 
# Chriſt ;' as you may ſee itt the latter part of, rhe 
£ verſe, where he faith, After the Radiments of ; 


the world, aud not after Chriſt : Neither doth |, 
. the coming of Chrilt exclixde the Rudies of na- 
rure from the Saints, or the Saints from it; as 
appears by the ſame Apoſtle; tor if you un- 
_ -derſtand what I mean by Phyloſophic, I mean 
Wiſdom, exerciſed in proving there is a God,' | 
and thar he is to beſeen through the glaſs of _ 
his works, as in Rom. rt. -20. For the invifible | 
things of kim from the (/reation of the World 
' are cleerly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
that aremagde, even his. eternal Power ana oa 
Lead, ſo that they are without excuſe." - "Y 
-So "that here he' proveth,: that the Invifible | 
"Gee 7 1s ſeen or . known through 1. his viſible | 
works; and adds this intheclole-of the verſe, | 
FR that. *| 
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: Divine Phyloſophis. 39: 
that the book of the Creatures ſhall leave then 
= |. without excuſe :and.in another place he ſaith; 
' Heleft not the Heathen Without witneſs, giving + 
| themrainin dne-{eaſon, and filling their hearts 
with food and gladneſs : So attirming, that ſuch 
things are Gods Witnefles :- and ſarcly they. that - 
know the:myſterie of rain, and the ſpringing 
| of graſs and herbs, (as for my part I doin ſome | 
Meaſure know.it): write well, That they are. . - | 
great tokens of God.indeed.” And again the 
| ſame Apoſile faith in Rows. 2. 14, 15. That the 
Gentiles that bad not the Law of Moſes, did by 
* Nature the things contained inthe Law: and. 
| thus they did by the very law of Nature writtew 
FENG. Eo OS Nene 
|. Sothatif the fame Apoſtle had condemned 
Phyloſophie; and eſpecially for this matter for 
| which I uſe it, he had utterly condemned him- * 
| ſelt for what he had ſpoken in Rows. 1. for the |! 
very chd both he and I uſe it; namely, toprove 
there isa God : Bur the Apoltle gocs a ſtep 
further, in Rom. 2. afore-laid, where he faith, | 
= "That they keep the very Law of God by Nature: _\ 
' ' Bo let the ſame party. rather condemn him'elt | 
| for his ignorance; than me for what. I have 
| done; and let both'him, or any. other that 
| hall ſpeak the ſame things. note, 'that they go 
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þ 40 Divine F ploſophie. | 
| not onely condetnn me, but the Scriptures al- 
ſo ; and yet note further, .that the Propher 
|}  faithof God, That al thy works praiſe thee : 
WV andnownote here what are the works of God, 
If. asfrom Gen. 1.1, Inthe begining Ged created 
the beavens and the earth - So that the heavens 
and the earth are Godsworks ; and ſo he run- 


[i eth through the whole Chapter : and in chap.. 
| 2.1. hefaith, The heavens and the earth Was fi- 
| mTiſhed, andall the hoſt of them : ſo thardeſpiſe 
{| -whatIbavehere written, and then deſpiſe the: 
ti . worksof God: but yet take heed leſt thou be 
{{ rebukedof God. AndinGer. 1.14, 15,its (aid,.- 
[; T hat he made lights ; even the Sun, Moen,and 
| Stars, and ſet theminthe F irmament and ſaid, 
| s. Tn them be for Signes, and Seaſons, Days, 
oP eMoneths, ana Teers. Which intimates, that. 
{ They multbe ſignes to the Creatures of Gods 
{i great Works, and thereforethe Creature muſt 
* makethem hisſtady, orelſe, how can they be 
# - for fignes unto wk ? and alſo God faith Mon 
[f 0b, Conf thou hinder the workings of the fair 
i Pleiades * whichis a company ot Scars, ofthe 
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 »1id faith in P/al. 8. 2 


' vens,the Works of bs Fi ingers.; the Meoon,and 
| the 


number of ſeyen, which in their places ſom- 
times betoken the ſpringing of herbs; and Da- 
. Fen 1 conſider the hea- 


» at oats tis = © A£A yy I WH Ut) 


= . p_ —Y 


_ > m—_— ——— —_— — —— — —— _ 


Drotie Bj ploſop WW; . If 
the Stars, whith thox haſt ordained : Here thou" 
tmaiſt ſee hpw God'glorifieth himſelf in his own 
works, eyeriin the works of Creation , when 
he ralked with Fob: and how David confider- 


 edthe ſame, and: admireth in the fourth verſe 
ofthefollowing Plalm; and wilt thou(6 man) 
.| Whoſoever thou art, go about to {lightand de- 


ſpiſe the Rudy of the Cxeatures in the fame 


things, under a pretenſe of profeſfing Chriſt ? 


Or thinks thou notthat thou condemns not the: 
workalſo or at leaſt makeſt it of noneeffet 
for Gods plory y, if the Creature mult not make 
it his ſtudy to behold God in it ? 
Take my gentle advice, ' from henceforth to 
ask advice of God, for ever ſpeaking fo unad- 


& viſedly any more. TD: 
© But thou peradventure wilt obje& from Col.” 
12. 9. That in Chriſt dwels all the Fulneſs of the 


Goa-head bodily; then whar necd have we of 
any more learning than the Scriptures? But 
here take notice; that if we ſpeak of Chriſt as 


heis the Word, he is to be conſidered in a rwo- 
fold reſpeR; -and'ſo are his Works alſo, bur it -| 
under the word Anointed, it is not fo, tho 'that* 
is for life and ſalvation :- but in the firſt place,as* || 
he is the Word, he is to be conſidered in'atwo- | 


fold reſpeRas aforclaid ; - that isko. ſay, in A Il 
R- || 


” Divine Phyloſos bie. 
firſt and ſecond principle, even his works in the 
principle of Nature, andhis works in the prins, 
ciple of Grace inthe New man ; and. the firſt 
of thele can be no more excluded than the ſe- 
cond; for the Apoſtle ſaith, i him We live, 
move, "and bave our Being , which in. a ſenſe 
may include both; theretore in Fohs 1. 1. and 
fo forwards; it 18 aid, In the Begining was the 
word, and the World was made by him ; and hy 
Word came and dwelt amongſt us, for ; a ſecond 
work: So that admit this Text. ſhould intend 
no more but the ſecond in this particular place's 
yer here thouinayſt ſee that iris drawn forth by 
a fair plat-form in och places: of the Scriptures, 
and eſpecially from John 1, that Chriſt is in the 
firſt work active; and therefore this work here 


Ivritten, 1s not to be condemned, but embra- 


ced; and here (be ir known. unto, thee,) I go 
not bot ro ſet the works of Creation, above. 


the works of Redemption, bur under the work . 


of Redemprion, as, every thing in order;.. as 
beautiful in its time and place, : and whereas . 
thou maiſt objeR, that Phyloſophie is pur in 


with vain deceit z yer note, thar. the Apoſtle 5 


doth not lay that Phyloſophic of 1 it ſelf is.a yain 
_ deceir, for then he mult have: condemned. him- 
_ lf in Rem, I, WACTC he ſaith, G TO ito be Rok. 
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Diviyt Phyloſaphie, | wry 
Fn his Creatabes : but rather that Phyloſophie is | 
one thing, and vaii; deceit another; , or, that- 
they make Phylofophie a vain thing, when. 
they uſe It Oift of #ts place. 


"Bat have: yet another ObjeRion to ar-| J 


fiver, which is taken from the words 'of So- : 
lomen,:., where he faith, That all things wnder | 
the Sun Are vanity. k 
 \'But Tanſwer, That Solomon hath anocher 
micaning than'that the” Creation is a Vanity, 
as wholy a Vanity ; but only fo mich in the * 
word-as may ſtand without prejudice to Gods” 
}lory.. And my reaſons are theſe ; For where- 
as he ſpeaketh of things ander the Stin, we 
muſt_nore he cannot miean the Creation, fot 
that ſome part of the Creation is above the. - 
Sun, namely the Stars ; and that I prove thus. 
For, if the Stars were under the Sun, between 
it. and :us, it could not eſcape one u eck or day 
without an Eclipſe, . as ſomtime. upon the ame 
ground it 18 eclipſed,” by the ſhaddowing of the; | 
Moon between ic and us ; :nay; it were proba- 
ble it ſhould be eclipſed | many times 1n a day ,- | 
foraſmuch there are ſuch:.an innumerable num-' 
ber of Stars ia the Firmament, which it would: 


meet withal very oft; therefore they being. , | 


but an inferior miſty light , they neyer ſhine; 
D WO 
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Divine rlyloep hit. 


while the 'San-:Cwhich - is the - greater light) 
Aſhineth, though notwithſtanding they: be ih 


the Firmament ; as mark. them at the, dawn- 


ing of the day, or alittle beforethe: riſi ing. of. 
Tthe*Sun, and' you may behold them as mn the 


night ſeaſon; So that the reaſon why we do 
aot behold them in: the day, is not becauſe 
they are not in the Firmament., -but becauſe 


| their light is orer-powred with a greater light, 


betwixc us and them :, So.that-if they ſhould be 


under the Sun, .courſi ing whewae ry it. and. us, 


then whenſoever.the Sun was cclipſed by any 
of them, .cither by one. or many, they would 


become as ſo. many. dark ſpots 1n .the face of 


the Sun, even as when .it- is eclipſed by the 
Moon ; as. by this lowing FINE 8 Ppeat- 


— 
— 
— 
— 
EE ———.. 
= 


—_— 
_— 
— 
— 


"Rv » - Mos ; 
ore ee > —_— a. © - 
ea Lt op oe nd P 


| 
| 


| 


R- 
. 
- 
; - ? 
EY 
- 


—— 
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And therefore I conceive, that the things 


46 Divine Phyleſh obte. % 
indeed che word in the Original more necperk; 
Gonifieth ; as onentaineys ——— lying? | 
layſing, dying, death. 

': My ſecond reafonto prove that Lolowen' n- 
rends- not the Creation, is this; Betauſe the; 1 
Creation:is the work of God: therefore if he. - 
ſhould mean the Creation, it was as:mich-as to, 
ſay God acted bin. a Vanity, ora lie,. when he * 
ma the: World ; which I hope the ſame party: 

| will never. be ſo _inmnlodeſt as ts ſay : fr God, | 
ſaw every thing he had made, and beholdii it 045 : 

oy vey Food. Gen. 1. 13.;'. | £2 
- One word more; whereas Gin chat know ** 1 

me may: obje& and fay, Why ſpeak you ſo.much f 


by the Light of Nature and yet on againlt 
- human Learning + Ps 


anſwer, It is untrue, for [ never ſpake a, 
gainſt buman Learning fimply,as human learn= 
ing; but only.to baye 1tin: Its: Places afhd, Di- x 

| Fiolty in its place... ; . hoti- | 

.. Fhus having; cleerdi myj lot from all alperſ I | 
ans: caſt upon me by any oppoſes, I again com> | 

mit my endeayors to the Lord! |: ot Lp 
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indeed che WOrc 
Genifieth ; as ur 
layf ing, dying, C0)? 
- My ſecond re 
tends not the « 
Creation:1s the. 
ſhould mean the 
ſay God acted bi 
Weds the. Worle 
will never. be} Gretton, Nicolas 
ſaw every thing. 
ot Food. Gen, ol 
One word m _— 
me may: obje&: Ys Mhe9 
by theLightof © | C868 
| - human Learning _ D5 
"  . Tanſwer, It &*tmttae, forT never 6 pake =+ 
gainſt buman Learning ſimply,as ho paths 
- Ing; butonlyco haye itin. Its; Place, ahd/Di- 
Noth in its place... ; + wot: 
. Fhus having:clcerd my (ol frem all Laſperſ by. 
ons caſt upon me by any oppoſes I L again « Com it 
mit-my endeayors to the Lord... EY oy 
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